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Working Together to Safeguard Children 2026 is
statutory guidance in England that explains how
organisations and professionals must work
together to safeguard and promote the welfare
of children.

It applies to all agencies that come into contact
with  children, including education, health
services, the police, social care, and voluntary
organisations.

The guidance places a strong emphasis on
effective multi-agency working to ensure
children are protected from harm and receive
the right support at the right time

This guidance highlights the importance of
high-quality, child-centred practice. It stresses
that safeguarding should not be about
completing procedures alone, but about
achieving meaningful outcomes for children.

Professionals are encouraged to use their
judgement, remain professionally curious, and
focus on building relationships that support and
protect children and their families.

Working Together to Safeguard Children
strengthens the focus on collaboration,
accountability, and inclusive practice with the

protect children from abuse,
neglect, and exploitation, while
also preventing harm to their
health and development.

It aims to ensure that children
grow up in safe and effective care
environments and are given the
best possible life chances.
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e Whole-family working

e Multi-agency collaboration

e Early help and prevention

e Anti-racist and inclusive
practice

¢ Evidence of impact

e Understanding complex and
overlapping risks

If you have a
safeguarding
concern, shareit.
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Risks:
¢ Domestic abuse and coercive control
e Child sexual abuse (CSA)
e Online harms and exploitation .
e Teenage relationship abuse
e Honour-based abuse

Risks and Partners

Partners:

e Local authority

e NHS (Integrated Care Board)
Police

Core Principles

The purpose of safeguarding is to

2026 Updates

Broadened definition of children covered by
safeguarding to include those in kinship care,
adopted and looked-after children, and
highlights the need to safeguard unborn
children where there are concerns.

Clearer processes for reporting and reviewing
serious incidents to support learning and
continuous improvement in  safeguarding
practice.  Strengthening of multi-agency

safeguarding arrangements, placing greater
accountability on partners to demonstrate the
impact of their work.

Stronger focus on equality and anti-
discriminatory practice, with an expectation

a ofessionals recognise and challenge
Ci bias, and discrimination.
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éotroductlon of "Family Help,” which brings

gether early help and Section 17 support into
a more coordinated system.

Greater emphasis placed on identifying and
responding to a range of harms. It recognises
that children may experience multiple,
overlapping risks.

Expectation around child
strengthened, particularly for
enquiries.
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Section 47
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Download the full

guidance here
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69c2c4ce380a2a73a7cf9df4/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_2026.pdf
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