The SEND Code of Practice (2015) is national
guidance for everyone who works with children
and young people with Special Educational
Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND). It explains
what settings (like nurseries, preschools, and
childminders), local authorities, and health
services must do to support children with SEND.
It is based on the Children and Families Act
2014.

The Code is built around key principles such as:
early identification and support; the child and
family being at the centre of decisions; high-
quality and inclusive practice; and working
together in partnership with health and social
Qare services (the ‘graduated approach:.
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Early Identification

Practitioners  should  observe,
assess, and talk to parents
regularly  about a child's
development.

If there are concerns, settings
should plan targeted support and
monitor progress.

Most needs can be met through
good quality early years provision
and SEND Support, without the
need for an Education, Health and
Care (EHC) plan.

When a child is identified as having SEN:

1. Assess the child's strengths and needs.

2.Plan and agree outcomes and support

strategies with parents.

3.Put the support in place.

4.Check what's working and adapt if needed.
This is called the “Assess, Plan, Do, Review"
cycle - the foundation of the graduated
approach.

Parents are partners in planning and reviewing
support.  Practitioners  should use clear,
accessible  communication, and  respect
parents' insights about their child. They should
help families to understand processes and to
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\access further help. j

If a child's needs are complex or long term and
cannot be met through SEND Support, families
or professionals can request an Education,
Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment from
the local authority.

An EHC plan (EHCP) is a legal document that
describes the child's needs, outcomes, and the
support required across education, health, and
care.

It starts from birth and can continue until the
young person is 25 years old if they remain in
education or training.
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Every early years setting (other
than childminders working alone)
must have a Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities
Coordinator (SENDCO).

The SENDCO works with staff
and parents to plan and review
support, and liaises with external
professionals (like speech and
language therapists).

Most local authorities  offer
SENDCO network  meetings,
\workshops, and training coursesj

Legal Requirements

process.
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The Code is statutory guidance, meaning early years providers must follow it.
Children have the right to early education and equal opportunities, regardless of
their needs or disabilities. Providers must make “reasonable adjustments” under
the Equality Act 2010 to ensure inclusion. Early Years Settings must:

o Identify children with SEND early. . !Vlake. reasonable adjustments for
o Work closely with parents. inclusion.

o Appoint a trained SENDCO. e Refer for an EHC needs assessment
e Use the Assess, Plan, Do, Review if necessary.

e Cooperate with the local authority
and other professionals.
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Partnerships

Every local authority must publish a Local Offer
- a website showing what SEND services and
support are available in the area (including
early years help, therapies, and specialist
provision). Early years settings should help
families find and use this information.

Transitions (e.g. from home to nursery, or
nursery to school) should be carefully planned
and should involve teachers, healthcare
workers, parents etc.; Practitioners must share
relevant information and involve parents to
ensure the child's needs continue to be met. )

Download the full

guidance here
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7dcb85ed915d2ac884d995/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7dcb85ed915d2ac884d995/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
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