
Modern slavery is a serious crime and a grave abuse of human rights. It includes situations where people are
forced, threatened or tricked into working against their will, often under harsh conditions and for little or no pay.
Modern slavery takes many forms, including:

Human trafficking: moving people with the aim of exploiting them.
Forced labour: being made to work through threats or coercion.
Domestic servitude: being forced to work in someone’s home with little freedom.
Sexual exploitation: being forced into sex work or sexual abuse.
Criminal exploitation: being forced to commit crimes, such as drug running or theft.
Debt bondage: being forced to work to pay off debts that can never realistically be repaid.

People trapped in modern slavery often cannot leave because they face violence, threats, debt, confiscation of
identity documents or fear of being handed over to the authorities. Modern slavery can happen anywhere:
towns, cities, farms, factories, car washes, nail bars, homes, and it can affect adults and children of any
nationality. If you think someone may be a victim of modern slavery, it is vital to report it immediately.
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Accommodation:
Doesn’t know or can’t share their home or work address.
Lives in poor or unsuitable conditions, often at the workplace.
Has no choice where or with whom they live.

Appearance:
Has unexplained injuries or signs of abuse.
Shows signs of injuries linked to certain jobs or harsh conditions.

Working Conditions:
Has no work contract or cannot choose when or where to work.
Works long hours with no days off or breaks.
Lacks proper clothing, training or safety equipment.

Behaviour:
Doesn’t speak the local language or lets others speak for them.
Avoids talking to authorities or hides immigration status.
Shows fear, anxiety or signs of control by someone else.
Rarely leaves work, has little social contact, may be forced to commit crimes or beg for food.

Finances:
Receives little or no pay or has no access to their own money.
Owes debts they are forced to pay back by working.
May be forced to sign for loans or unwanted services.

Restricted Freedom:
Has no passport or ID as someone else holds it.
Can’t move freely or leave the workplace.
Is watched or controlled, threatened or forced to stay dependent.
May lack medical care or basic food.
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The Gangmasters and Labour Abuse Authority
(GLAA) is a government body that regulates the
supply of workers in farming, food processing
and related industries. It works with the police
and other agencies to tackle serious organised
crime and protect vulnerable workers from
exploitation.

Contact GLAA on 0800 432 0804

In an
emergency,

dial 999
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