
Download the full
guidance here

Keeping Children Safe in
Education 2025

What is it?

Statutory guidance for safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children (under 18) in
schools and colleges in England.

Issued under Section 175 of the Education Act
2002, the Education (Independent School
Standards) Regulations 2014, and related
legislation. Mandatory for all schools/colleges
to have regard to it.

All staff: must read at least Part 1 (safeguarding
basics). Staff working directly with children:
must read Part 1 plus Annex B (low‑level
concerns, extended safeguarding issues).

Core Principles

The definition of safeguarding
aligns with Working Together to
Safeguard Children (Dec. 2023).

It includes early help, protection
from maltreatment, preventing
mental/physical impairment,
ensuring safe care, and promoting
family care.

Emphasis on a child‑centred and
coordinated approach: decisions
should always reflect what is in
the child’s best interests and
involve listening to the child.

Responsibilities
Governing bodies must ensure effective
safeguarding policies, procedures, and training
are in place and regularly reviewed.

Settings must appoint a DSL (Designated
Safeguarding Lead) with authority, time,
training, resources, and support to fulfil the role
effectively. Deputies must be equally trained.
All staff must receive safeguarding induction
training (including online safety) at entry, and
regular updates at least annually.

Settings must encourage a culture of openness
where low‑level concerns (e.g. unprofessional
behaviour not meeting harm threshold) can be
reported, recorded, and acted upon
transparently.

Policies

Education institutions must maintain up-to-date
policies, including:

Child protection (reviewed annually)
Behaviour policy
Online safety (covering filtering, monitoring,
mobile tech, and access risks)
Staff code of conduct

Online safety is a running theme across policies.
They should guard against harmful content
without over‑blocking learning material.

It’s also good practice to have a Whistleblowing
policy, guidance on Allegations Management,
and an Equality and Diversity policy.

GDPR

KCSIE makes it clear that data
protection legislation (like the UK
GDPR and the Data Protection
Act 2018) must not be a barrier to
sharing information where it is
needed to safeguard children.

Settings must share relevant
information with other agencies
(like children’s social care, the
police, health services) when it is
necessary to protect a child.

If you have a safeguarding
concern, you share it.

Low Level Concerns

A low‑level concern is any behaviour by an
adult that falls short of expected professional
standards but doesn’t reach harm threshold
(e.g. favouritism, inappropriate photos,
secluded one‑to‐one contact).

Such concerns must be reported, recorded
centrally, and managed by the DSL or
headteacher to promote transparency and
early intervention. 

Annex B

Covers risks including:
Child criminal and sexual exploitation (CCE/CSE)
Modern slavery, trafficking
Domestic abuse
Children missing education
FGM and forced marriage
Preventing radicalisation and Channel referrals
Cybercrime and online harms
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