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? Any child or vulnerable adult could be exploited, even if they are consensual. A national picture

of County Lines develops continually; however, there are recorded cases of:
Children as young as 10 being exploited to courier drugs out of their local area
Both males and females being recruited
The average age of individuals is 13-17 years old
Gangs typically targeting White British children as they are perceived to be less likely to be
suspected by police
Social media is making initial contact with children easier – “grooming”.
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Follow your local Safeguarding guidance and share this information with the local authority
social care services.
Contact your Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) who will make a referral to the local social
care services.

County Lines
County Lines is the criminal exploitation of children and vulnerable adults to supply drugs, money,
weapons and other illegal items in return for something in exchange. Often, goods are transported to
areas that can be geographically widespread which can make tracking activity difficult for police
forces. Gang activity is highly associated with violence, drug dealing, and exploitation. Gangs may
look to establish a base in their target locations, typically taking over the homes of local vulnerable
adults by force – this is known as “cuckooing”.
County Lines is a major issue and often links to:

Drugs
Violence
Weapons
Gang affiliation
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Criminal and sexual exploitation (CCE and CSE)
Modern slavery
Missing people/ trafficked
Safeguarding risks
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Signs may indicate gang membership, or gang affiliation. Sudden changes in lifestyle are often a key
indicator:

Going missing from school or home and/or being found out of area regularly
Unexplained increase in money, new clothes, mobile phones etc.
Excessive texts/ calls received – they may try to hide this or evade questions about who is
contacting them
Relationships with older/ controlling individuals or groups
Leaving home or care with no explanation
Suspicious injuries
Carrying weapons
Significant reduction in school performance/ results
Isolation from peers or social networks, or gang association
Self-harming or significant changes in emotional well-being.
Both males and females being recruited
The average age of individuals is 13-17 years old
Gangs typically targeting White British children as they are perceived to be less likely to be
suspected by police
Social media is making initial contact with children easier – “grooming”.
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