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Counter-Terrorism and
Security Act 2015

What is it?

The Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 is
UK legislation designed to help prevent
terrorism and protect national security.

A key part of this law is the Prevent Duty, which
applies to schools, colleges, Early Years
providers, and other childcare settings.

The Prevent Duty refers to British Values:
Democracy, Rule of Law, Individual Liberty, and
Mutual Respect. British Values don’t need to feel
like an ‘add-on’ - they naturally fit into the EYFS
areas of Personal, Social and Emotional
Development (PSED) and Understanding the
World.

Prevent Duty

Section 26 of the Act places a
legal duty on ‘specified
authorities’, including schools and
Early Years settings, to have ‘due
regard to the need to prevent
people from being drawn into
terrorism’.

It applies to all schools (state-
funded and independent), further
education and higher education
providers, early Years providers
(nurseries, pre-schools,
childminders), local authorities,
and other public bodies

Responsibilities
Settings must:

Identify children who may be vulnerable to
radicalisation or extremist ideas.
Build children’s resilience to extremist
views by promoting British Values
(democracy, rule of law, individual liberty,
mutual respect and tolerance of different
faiths and beliefs).
Have clear safeguarding policies that
include Prevent and explain how concerns
will be handled.
Train staff to understand the risks,
recognise signs of radicalisation, and know
how to report concerns.
Work in partnership with local safeguarding
partners and the Channel Programme (a
voluntary support programme for people at
risk of radicalisation).

Key Points

Treat Prevent as part of everyday
safeguarding.
Be alert to changes in behaviour, language,
or attitudes that might indicate radical or
extremist views.
Never stereotype - concerns should always
be based on observed behaviour or
disclosure, not background or faith.
Follow your setting’s safeguarding
procedures - speak to your Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

Good Practice

Use age-appropriate
activities to teach respect,
tolerance, and friendship.
Celebrate different cultures
and faiths.
Promote positive values
through stories, play, and
discussion.
Engage with parents so they
know what Prevent means
and why it’s part of
safeguarding.

Referrals

If a child or family needs extra help, staff may
refer to Channel, which offers early intervention
support for people at risk of radicalisation.

The Prevent Duty does not mean spying on
families — it’s about keeping children safe from
all forms of harm, including radicalisation and
extremism.

Speak with your DSL if you have any concerns.

British Values in Early Years
Let children make simple choices: e.g. vote for which story to read or which activity to do.
Use circle time to encourage everyone to share ideas and listen to each other.
Let children take turns being ‘helpers’ - involve them in decision-making about daily routines.
Have clear, simple ‘Golden Rules’, e.g. kind hands, walking feet.
Give children choices in their play and learning.
Encourage children to express their feelings and ideas safely.
Support children to develop confidence to try new things.
Celebrate different cultural festivals and special days
Read stories and use resources that reflect a range of cultures, family structures, and abilities.
Encourage children to listen to each other and value differences.
Invite parents to share cultural traditions or languages.
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