
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Welcome to the December edition of Showcase’s Newsletter! Aiming 
to give all our readers an insight into key updates within our sectors, 
the monthly editions will guide you through key legislation updates, 
Government policies, news stories that have caught our eye, and things 
to be aware of coming up over the next few weeks.  

If you have any suggestions on features to highlight, please email them 
to hello@showcasetraining.co.uk and we’d be happy to work with you.  

We hope you enjoy the newsletter and find the content useful and 
interesting to read.  

Newsletter Introduction 

Message from the Author 

Finally we have reached the end of the year – it’s all still a little up in the 
air as to how we will be ending 2021 with the Omicron variant of COVID-
19 looming over us, but rest assured we will be OK in facing whatever is 
presented to us! It’s been nearly two years since the pandemic began 
and if nothing else this new year allows us the time and space for 
reflection on what we have all experienced, most importantly what we 
can take forward – what is important to us and requires our focus, and 
what can be left in 2021. I always find new year to be symbolic of a fresh 
start. Resolutions aren’t for everyone, but it’s the one time we all have 
the dedicated opportunity to look internally and review our happiness. 
What needs to change? What can stay the same? What are our goals?  
 
So here’s to a very Merry Christmas, a lovely festive break, and a happy, 
healthy and prosperous 2022.  
 
Team Showcase. 
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Congratulations to the following 
learners! 

 
Abigail W 

Ellie H 
Rebecca W 
Ashleigh M 

Elena D 
Jessica S 
Pacey W 
Phoebe H 

 
For completing your Diplomas 
and passing through gateway! 
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A disappointing 
result, particularly 
for the thousands 

of people across the 
UK who do not 

identify exclusively 
as male or female 

-Deon Fang, Lawyer 

 
 

 
 
  

The UK’s Supreme Court, the highest court in the country, has ruled against 
requiring a gender-neutral option on passports, ending a 25-year campaign 
for reforms by campaigner Christie Elan-Cane. The judges voted 
unanimously against requiring the Passport Office to include a third ‘X’ 
category to be added to British passports. 

The decision was made due to the fact the Justices felt that Elan-Canes  
issue was far outweighed by other considerations, such ‘maintaining a 
coherent approach across government’. 

Elan-Cane has since stated that they will be taking the ruling to the 
European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, France, though this is 
unlikely to change the Supreme Court’s decision as the UK courts are only 
required to ‘take account’ of the ECHR’s stance.  

The Supreme Court’s President, Lord Reed, stated on the morning of the 
ruling that the passport office is ‘concerned with the applicants’ gender as 
a biographical detail which can be used to confirm their identity by checking 
it against the birth, adoption, or gender recognition certificates provided 
and other official records’.  

Lord Reed added that ‘There is no legislation in the United Kingdom which 
recognises a non-gendered category of individuals’ and 
 that ‘all individuals can be categorised as belonging to one of two sexes or 
genders, terms which are used interchangeably’.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
59667786?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=KARANGA 

 

 

 

 

Equality and Diversity in the News 
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Extremism and Radicalisation in the News 

German Police in Saxony have reportedly foiled an attempt on Premier 
Michael Kretschmer’s life for backing Coronavirus measures. It is believed 
that far-right anti-vaccination activists were plotting to attack the German 
Premier with crossbows and other weapons after he recently changed his 
stance in favour of stricter COVID restrictions. 

The plot was discovered by German investigative journalism programme, 
Frontal (not unlike BBC’s Panorama), after they infiltrated a group of near 100 
people communicating via the Telegram messaging app. The group, calling 
themselves ‘Dresden Online Networking’, would discuss ideas and meet up 
in public spaces.  

The news has sparked huge outcry across Germany, with Mr Kretschmer 
himself saying ‘people in public office should have no fear of speaking their 
mind and doing their jobs’. 

The Telegram app has come under fire in recent years due to its use by 
extremist and conspiracy groups as a platform to spread  
misinformation and to plan illicit activities. German officials have since stated 
that if Telegram is not willing to help tackle extremist content on their 
platform, then it should be banned; much like it has in been in the past by 
Iran, China, Pakistan, and Russia. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-59664076 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10312649/German-police-foil-
anti-vaxxer-plot-assassinate-state-premier-gun-crossbow-attack.html 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk/hub/prevent-duty-quiz/ 

Regional Prevent 
Coordinators: 

 
- Salam Katbi (South-

West): 07824 083307 
- Alamgir Sheriyar 

(South-East): 07468 
714372 

 
Anti-Terrorism Hotline: 

0800 789 321 
 

Crime Stoppers: 
0800 555 111 

 
See It. Say It. Sorted. 

0800 40 50 40 or  
Text 61016 

 
https://actearly.uk/  

 
If in doubt, dial 101 or 

999 

Have a go at High Speed Training’s Prevent 
Duty Quiz!  
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Safeguarding  
 
Savannah Brockhill, 28, the woman who murdered her girlfriend’s 16-
month-old daughter Star Hobson, has been sentenced for a minimum of 
25 years this month. The mother, Frankie Smith, 20, has been sentenced 
for eight years. The victim’s mother was cleared of murder but was found 
guilty and convicted for causing or allowing the toddlers death. 

Despite being referred to social services no less than five times in the 
months leading up to her death, Star Hobson suffered cardiac arrest as a 
result of ‘catastrophic injuries’ and died on 22nd September 2020. 

Star’s babysitter, Hollie Jones, 18, implied that social services are in part 
to blame for the toddler’s death, as they refused to act despite the 
number of referrals they had received.  

Hollie stated that social services had phoned to give notice of their visit 
an hour before arriving at the family home, allowing the victim’s mother 
to cover up signs of abuse, and that they immediately left after 
‘finding no concerns’. Despite Hollie’s protests, social services stated that 
the case had been closed and they would not be investigating further. 

The case has highlighted many of the safeguarding issues likely to have 
resulted from the Coronavirus pandemic and various lockdowns and will 
likely prompt reforms not unlike those of Victoria Climbié’s death, the 8-
year-old girl that was murdered in 2000 by her great-aunt and her 
boyfriend. 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/star-hobson-trial-woman-guilty-of-
murdering-girlfriends-toddler-rbzkz9v7q 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-59672858 

 

Similarly this month, we learnt of the tragic death of 6-year-old Arthur 
Labinjo-Hughes in June 2020 with his father and his father’s partner 
being jailed for his ‘torture and murder’. The trial heard Arthur had been 
poisoned with salt, subjected to regular beatings, denied food and drink, 
and made to stand for hours alone in the hallway. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-59522243 
 

Local Safeguarding Teams: 
 

Portsmouth  
Children: 0845 671 0271 
Adults: 02392 688 613 

 
Southampton  

Children: 02380 833 336 
Adults: 02380 833 003 

 
Isle of Wight  

Children: 01983 814 545 
Adults: 01983 814 980 

 
Hampshire  

Children: 0300 555 1384 
Adults: 0300 555 1386 

 
Wiltshire 

MASH Hub: 0300 456 0108 
 

Dorset 
West: 01305 221196 
East: 01202 458873 

 
Berkshire 

01635 503090 

Showcase Safeguarding 
Team 

 
Designated Safeguarding 

Officer (DSO): 
Ellen Mould 

07715 658036 
 

Deputy DSO: 
Louise Bloomfield 

07597 366506 
 

Office Number: 
01329 848714 

Safeguarding at Showcase Training 
 

Follow our Safeguarding webpage for the latest news and advice regarding Safeguarding. 
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Online Safety 
Try your hand at our Internet Safety wordsearch: 
 

  

Environment  

France this week has made a move to have the EU classify Nuclear Power 
as a sustainable form of energy, and to have it listed on the EU’s ‘Green 
energy’ list. 

France has announced that, much like the UK, it will be heavily investing 
in nuclear power over the coming years, believing it to be a safe, clean, 
and efficient form of energy. Despite this, they have received significant 
push back from the German government, who has taken the opposite 
stance, and has instead vowed to retire all of its nuclear plants by the end 
of 2022. 

This disagreement has led to a stand-off between the EU’s two most 
powerful economies, as Germany is fighting off any attempts by France 
to have nuclear listed as a clean energy.  

France currently produces almost three quarters of its electricity through 
nuclear power, which has the advantage of producing zero carbon 
emissions, while still generating huge volumes of power. 

https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/french-german-ministers-
say-nuclear-power-a-difficult-subject/ar-AARM7v6?ocid=uxbndlbing 

 
Nuclear is a 

difficult debate 

Online Fact Checking 
 

Media Bias/Fact Check 
Full Fact 
Snopes  

NewsGuard 
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Health & Wellbeing 
The days are getting shorter, and the solstice is fast upon us. For many of 
us this simply means it’s already dark when we leave work for the  
day, but for a significant minority this has a real, substantial impact  
on their overall mood and mental health. 

This phenomenon is known as Season Affective Disorder and is a poorly 
understood condition. It’s believed to be caused by reduced exposure  
to sunlight over the winter and autumn months (though it should be 
noted, for some, SAD can work the opposite way with poorer moods in 
summer, and improvements in the winter). This reduced exposure 
is believed to upset the production of melatonin (the sleep hormone) 
and serotonin (a vitally important hormone that regulates our 
mood, appetite, and sleep, a lack of which has been linked to depression).  

SAD can be a difficult condition to diagnose, due to its symptoms being 
very similar to other types of depression and mental health disorders, but 
once done so there are multiple highly effective treatments available. 
 
One of the most common forms of treatment is through the use of what’s 
known as light therapy. This often comes in the form of sitting in front of 
a light therapy box, a bright lamp that simulates the sun (while still 
designed to block out many of its harmful rays). Often just 20 minutes a 
day can have a significant improvement on a patient’s mood. 

If you feel that you might suffer from Seasonal Affective Disorder, or any 
other forms of depression, speak with your GP as soon as possible. SAD 
can take a long time to diagnose, as your GP needs to be able to record 
your symptoms and see if they are forming a regular, seasonal pattern. 
The sooner this journey begins, the sooner the appropriate help can be 
administered. 

https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/conditions/seasonal-affective-
disorder-sad/ 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/types-of-mental-health-
problems/seasonal-affective-disorder-sad/about-sad/ 

 

 

Showcase 
Mental Health 

Lead: 
 

Nicola Bailey 
07597 366606 

For more support visit: 
www.mentalhealth.org.uk 

youngminds.org.uk 
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Upcoming Events 

21st December: Martyrdom of Sahibzada Ajit Singh and Sahibzada 
Jujhar Singh (Sikh) 

 Winter Solstice (Druid) 

 Yule (Wiccan/Pagan) 

24th December: Christmas Eve (Christian) 

25th December: Christmas Day (Christian) 

26th December: Zaratosht No Diso (Zoroastrian) 

 Boxing Day (UK) 

31st December: New Year’s Eve 

 Omisoka (Japan) 

 Hogmanay (Scotland) 

1st January: New Year’s Day 

4th January:  World Braille Day 

6th January: Epiphany (Christian) 

7th January: Christmas Day (Orthadox) 

8th January: New Year (Orthadox) 

16th January: Tu B’Shevat/Arbor Day (Jewish) 

 World Religion Day 

18th January:  Winnie the Pooh Day (UK) 

25th January: Burns Night (Scotland) 

27th January: Holocaust Memorial Day (UK) 

29th January:  National Storytelling Week 

 

1st February: Chinese New Year (Year of the Tiger) 

 Imbolc/ Candlemas (Pagan) 

 Children’s Dental Health Month 

4th February: World Cancer Day 

7th February:  Children’s Mental Health Week 

8th February:  National Apprenticeship Week 

 Safer Internet Day 2022 

14th February: St Valentine’s Day 

17th February: Random Acts of Kindness Day 

26th February: Tell a Fairy Tale Day 2022 

28th February: Eating Disorders Awareness Week 
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