
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Welcome to the August edition of Showcase’s Newsletter! Aiming to 
give all our readers an insight into key updates within our sectors, the 
monthly editions will guide you through key legislation updates, 
Government policies, news stories that have caught our eye, and things 
to be aware of coming up over the next few weeks.  

If you have any suggestions on features to highlight please do email 
them to hello@showcasetraining.co.uk and we’ll be happy to work with 
you.  

We hope you enjoy the newsletter and find the content useful and 
interesting to read.  

Newsletter Introduction 

Message from the Author 
This month we have seen lockdown lifting and life slowly returning to 
normal, though of course we are all keeping one eye on the infection 
rates increasing – the vaccination programme is in full swing and 
Showcase very much recommends anyone to go and get both jabs as 
soon as possible!  
The situation unfolding in Afghanistan is hugely concerning and we have 
featured a small number of many articles on this on page 3. Please be 
vigilant in ensuring to fact-check before sharing any information online 
and take care of yourself and others when watching for signs of 
radicalisation – remember, people may be recruited to go to 
Afghanistan for either side of the conflict, to fight for the Taliban or 
against them. Either way, radicalisation needs to be reported to 
Counter Terrorism Policing as soon as possible. If you have any 
concerns, please speak to your tutor or Safeguarding Officer Ellen using 
the contact numbers in this newsletter.  
Something hugely positive to feature this month is one of our amazing 
apprentice’s efforts to raise over £3000 for Naomi’s House and Jack’s 
Place charity organisations. Ellie S organised a charity walk for the 
children to take part in during one week in the nursery, supporting them 
to create their own flags and bunting to use. The children carried out 
their sponsored walk every day for a week at the local park near to the 
nursery. Ellie also organised a 16 mile walk for the nursery staff to 
complete as part of their sponsored walk contribution. What an 
incredible achievement and contribution not only to the nursery and 
children, but the wider community too. Huge congratulations to you, 
Ellie! If you have any news stories you’d like featuring, do contact your 
tutor! Have a great month.  
 

Inside This Issue 

1 Message from the Author 

2 E&D in the News  

3 Extremism and Radicalisation 

4 Safeguarding  

5 Online Safety 

5 NEW: Environment  

6 Mental Health  

7 Upcoming Events 

Congratulations to the following 
learners! 

 
Monique P and Millie C for 

passing your End Point 
Assessments 

 
Beth M, Maisie T, Rachael F, 

Emily J, and Olivia W for passing 
your End Point exams 

 
Carla H, Jessica P, Bethany B, 

Kayleigh C, Daisy F and Katie B 
for achieving your main 

Diplomas and passing through 
Gateway! 

 
Showcase Newsletter 

AUGUST 2021 



 

 

SHOWCASE NEWSLETTER PAGE 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Following England’s devastating penalty shootout defeat in the final of the 
Euro 2020 championship, 3 England players faced a “torrent” of online 
racial abuse. “Utterly vile” comments were aimed at Bukayo Saka (19), 
Jadon Sancho (21), and Marcus Rashford (23), and criminal action has since 
been taken against perpetrators. Instagram and Twitter have admitted 
severe failings to protect individuals from online racial abuse with 
algorithm filters and report technology often missing offensive posts and 
comments. A mural in Manchester of Rashford was defaced with 
defamatory comments; however, messages of ‘pride and positivity’ were 
soon left covering the graffiti to show him overwhelming support from the 
community.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-57848761  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-57848106 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-57819446  

~~~ 

On the subject of the Euros, Hungarian PM Viktor Orban cancelled his 
appearance at Hungary’s final group stage game in Munich, Germany, after 
Germany and other EU states condemned a law banning the portrayal of 
homosexuality to under-18s. Due to this political tension, UEFA took the 
decision not to allow the Munich stadium to use rainbow colours as it must 
maintain political and religious neutrality.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-57579821  

~~~ 

Singer and actor Alexandra Burke has spoken with The Guardian regarding 
her experiences within the entertainment industry with regards to 
discrimination faced based on her gender and race. She describes the 
“microaggressions” faced from The X Factor and others in the industry to 
bleach her skin and to straighten and not braid her hair, not to have 
children, and to be slimmer, in order to have a ‘more successful career’. She 
also discussed how her mental health has suffered over the years, and how 
dealing with her mother’s unexpected death was extremely challenging 
with pressure being placed on her by BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing.  

https://www.theguardian.com/music/2021/aug/09/alexandra-burke-i-
got-asked-to-bleach-my-skin-after-x-factor  

~~~ 

Three youth players for Portsmouth FC have been released by the club 
following an investigation into discriminatory messages sent in a private 
group chat. Images of the conversation appeared on social media following 
England’s Euro 2020 finals defeat, and whilst details of the messages have 
not been divulged, the club has condemned ‘hatred or bigotry of any kind’ 
and said it is committed to ‘the elimination of all forms of discrimination’.  

https://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2021-07-28/youth-players-released-
by-portsmouth-following-group-chat-investigation  

Equality and Diversity in the News 

Because you’re black, you 
need to work 10 times 

harder. 
 

Because you’re black, you 
won’t get that far. 

 
If you were white, you’d 

have a bigger career.  
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Extremism and Radicalisation in the News 
Emerging from the Middle East this past week has been the news of the 
Taliban takeover of much of Afghanistan, with the capital Kabul being taken 
on Sunday 15th. This is a major concern for the UK and the rest of the world’s 
security and Parliament has been recalled early from its summer recess to 
consider required action. Troops from the UK and US only withdrew from 
Afghanistan in June, having been there for 20 years following the 9/11 terror 
attacks in New York City. News reports over the past few days have ranged 
from children being handed over border walls to soldiers for them to carry 
them to safety; stories of torture, killings, and rapes; mass evacuation of 
people causing overcrowding on aeroplanes (and aeroplanes being targeted 
by Taliban soldiers); and how social media sites like LinkedIn and Facebook 
are introducing safety measures to keep the personal information of those in 
Afghanistan safe so they and their friends are not targeted.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-58279900 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-asia-58267756 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-58277463 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-58277175 

~~~ 

BBC 2 featured a programme this month investigating the smart phones of 3 
British men who joined forces in Syria to fight alongside ISIS. Photos, videos, 
screenshots and web history were all used to track the journey of the men 
from living relatively normal lives to fighting for a terrorist organisation, 
understanding what motivated them to take the action they did. Watch it 
here on iPlayer:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p09mvs9d/secrets-of-an-isis-
smartphone  

~~~ 

Sudesh Amman was killed by police in February 2020 during a terrorist attack 
in Streatham, 10 days after his release from prison for a previous offence. 
The recent inquest into his death has reported that there had been concerns 
about his release due to increasingly violent and extremist views and actions 
whilst in prison. The inquest heard that Amman had declared he wanted to 
“kill the Queen” and had attempted on multiple occasions to convert other 
inmates to support Islamic State.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-58070758  

~~~ 

A memorial for the Holocaust has been approved to be situated outside 
Parliament despite concerns to public safety as it is feared it could be a target 
for extremist activity. The President of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, 
Marie van der Zyl, said: "There will be something uniquely powerful about 
locating a memorial to the Holocaust right next to the centre of the UK's 
democracy. Whilst the Holocaust was a particular crime against Jewish 
people, the Nazis also viciously persecuted Roma, gay and disabled people, 
and this memorial will speak to that." 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58012111  

Regional Prevent Co-
Ordinators: 

 
- Salam Katbi (South 

West): 07824 083307 
- Alamgir Sheriyar (South 

East): 07468 714372 
 

Anti-Terrorism Hotline: 
0800 789 321 

 
Crime Stoppers: 

0800 555 111 
 

See It. Say It. Sorted. 
0800 40 50 40 or  

Text 61016 
 

https://actearly.uk/  
 

If in doubt, dial 101 or 
999 
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Safeguarding  
The Euro 2020 football tournament raised awareness again of the risk of 
domestic abuse, and how this risk rises significantly during tournament 
times, particularly when home/ favourite teams lose. Police forces across 
the UK have launched campaigns encouraging both abusers and victims 
to seek help. Advertising in public places such as railway stations has been 
used to promote helplines and sources of support.  

https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/news/wiltshire/news/2021/june-
2021/latest-domestic-abuse-campaign-targets-abusers/ 

https://www.aurorand.org.uk/news/football-and-domestic-abuse/ 

~~~ 

Apple have released plans to begin scanning US customer devices for child 
sexual abuse material (CSAM) store on iCloud accounts. Due for release 
in the States later this year, the technology aims to assist law enforcement 
in finding and providing evidence of illegal activity.  

What do you think of this? 

The age-old debate between criminality and a right to privacy will 
undoubtedly come into effect here, as well as the issue of potential data 
breeches, false accusation, difficulty proving the images weren’t 
downloaded by someone else etc.  

Don’t forget, too, the conspiracy theories, false articles, and general 
scaremongering that tend to accompany suggestions of surveillance. 

On the face of it, it’s a no brainer to utilise technology to expose 
criminality - but an interesting topic to explore, especially on an 
international scale where laws differ so much country to country. For 
example, what happens if someone downloads an image on holiday in a 
country with different laws to the US? Which set of laws applies? What 
happens if someone signs into your account without your knowledge? 
Revenge perhaps…?  

Play devil’s advocate and dig deep into this to really weigh up the risk. Is 
it worth the risk?  

Remember though: fact check, critically analyse, respect the opinions of 
others. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-58109748  

Local Safeguarding Teams: 
 

Portsmouth  
Children: 0845 671 0271 
Adults: 02392 688 613 

 
Southampton  

Children: 02380 833 336 
Adults: 02380 833 003 

 
Isle of Wight  

Children: 01983 814 545 
Adults: 01983 814 980 

 
Hampshire  

Children: 0300 555 1384 
Adults: 0300 555 1386 

 
Wiltshire 

MASH Hub: 0300 456 0108 
 

Dorset 
West: 01305 221196 
East: 01202 458873 

 
Berkshire 

01635 503090 

Showcase Safeguarding 
Team 

 
Designated Safeguarding 

Officer (DSO): 
Ellen Mould 

07715 658036 
 

Deputy DSO: 
Louise Bloomfield 

07597 366506 
 

Office Number: 
01329 848714 

Safeguarding at Showcase Training 
 

Follow our Safeguarding webpage for the latest news and advice regarding Safeguarding. 
https://showcasetraining.co.uk/safeguarding 
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Online Safety 
High-profile women, including actors Emma Watson and Thandiwe 
Newton, have signed an open letter urging Facebook, Google, TikTok and 
Twitter to take action against the threat of online abuse and intimidation 
towards women. This joins a campaign backed by the Law Commission 
and Grazia magazine to make cyberflashing a criminal offence. In the 
same way indecent exposure is illegal in public, unsolicited inappropriate 
images being sent online will also be made illegal. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-57668916  

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jul/21/cyberflashing-
should-be-new-criminal-offence-review-suggests 

~~~ 

Counter Terrorism Policing have partnered with NetMums to promote 
online safety to parents in a bid to protect children from the harms of 
online grooming and radicalisation. CTP have joined the site in providing 
information, resources, and support to educate parents on how to spot 
any signs and how to ACT Early. Netmums will release articles and digital 
content to users as well as hosting a ‘drop-in clinic’ with a Prevent Officer. 

https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/ct-policing-partners-with-
parenting-website-netmums-in-support-of-act-early/  

Environment 
Our environment is important for our mental and physical health and well-
being. We all play an important part in protecting and maintaining a good 
environment for each other to ensure access to clean air, water, food, and 
other essential resources remains in place.  

The weather globally this year has been unprecedented: Germany 
reported catastrophic rainstorms and flooding this month with hundreds 
feared missing and/or dead; temperatures in Italy set a new European 
record hitting 48.8C (119.8F); and the UK reporting that it has become 6% 
wetter and 0.9C warmer in the last 30 years.   

Climate change has been around for many years, but in recent times the 
impact of human activity on the environment has been highlighted. The 
United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has 
issued a ‘code red’ report, warning of catastrophic, irreversible damage 
to the Earth if we do not act quickly.  

Imperial College London have released a guide on 9 things you can do 
about climate change to support this effort:  

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/stories/climate-action/  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/21/germany-floods-one-
hundred-fifty-five-still-missing-hope-further-rescue-fade  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-58130893  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-57988023  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58130705  

Using your voice as a 
consumer, a customer, a 
member of the electorate 
and an active citizen, will 

lead to changes on a 
much grander scale  

 
Imperial College London 
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Mental Health  
Mind UK have reported that between 1,250,000 and 3,400,000 people in 
the UK have an eating disorder. They have issued a guide on how to 
support friends, family, and colleagues especially with the return to a 
lockdown-free way of living, and list common indicators of problems as 
including: sudden changes to eating habits and behaviours, e.g. not eating 
in front of others, or an obsession with calorie counting; being highly 
critical of body image or guilt about eating; low energy and/or reduced 
concentration levels; and low mood and anxiety. Of course, in isolation 
any of these signs can be indicators of other conditions, both short- and 
long-term, so communication and kindness are key. Let people know you 
are there to listen if ever they need.  

https://mind.turtl.co/story/mindwork-june-
2021/page/3/1?utm_source=MIND%20(THE%20NATIONAL%20ASSOCIA
TION%20FOR%20MENTAL%20HEALTH)&utm_medium=email&utm_cam
paign=12487910_Comms_Mind@work_June21_29_06_21_manual_reg
ular_AA&dm_i=CZC,7FNQE,ULJUU7,U7GX4,1  

~~~ 

Eastenders have been praised for a recent storyline highlighting the 
difficulties for those living with schizophrenia, and the impact it can have 
on friends and families. It depicted how gradual the decline in mental 
health can be and how it’s not always easy to spot signs and symptoms, 
but also how catastrophic conditions can be for those living with them.  

https://www.digitalspy.com/soaps/eastenders/a36983997/eastenders-
spoilers-stevie-basaula-isaac-powerful-story/  

~~~ 

In the last year, gaming addictions and disorders have reportedly tripled 
in children and young adults, with lockdown and the pandemic seemingly 
to blame. First recognised in 2018 by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), gaming disorder is an increasingly prevalent mental health issue, 
and in the UK there is now a specialist hospital in London treating mental 
health conditions like this. The Nightingale hospital commented that 
‘inquiries regarding technology addiction’ doubled between March and 
September 2020 and has increased ‘fourfold’ in 2021. Gaming addiction 
can have a profound effect on physical as well as mental health, with 
many sufferers reporting symptoms of headaches, eye strain and 
worsening eyesight, poor sleep, and back pain.  

This news comes alongside similar reports that mental health referrals for 
children and young adults doubled after lockdown, with cases in England 
reaching a record high.  

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jun/20/gaming-disorders-
triple-among-young-during-year-of-uk-lockdowns  

Showcase 
Mental Health 

Lead: 
 

Nicola Bailey 
07597 366606 

For more support visit: 
www.mentalhealth.org.uk 

youngminds.org.uk 
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Upcoming Events 

September 2021:  Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 

7th September:  Rosh Hashannah (Jewish) 

 Youth Mental Health Day 

10th September:  World Suicide Prevention Day 

13th September:  Sexual Health Week 2021 

 Roald Dhal Story Day 

 Jeans for Genes Day 2021 

15th September:  World Lymphoma Day 2021 

16th September:  Yom Kippur (Jewish) 

20th September:  International Week of Happiness at Work 

 Recycle Week 

21st September: International Day of Peace 

21-28th September:  Sukkot (Jewish) 

22nd September:  Autumn Equinox/ Mabon (Pagan/ Wiccan) 

24th September:  Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 2021 

29th September:  Simchat Torah (Jewish) 

29th September:  Michaelmas 

 

October 2021: Black History Month (UK) 

 Breast Cancer Awareness Month (UK) 

 National Bullying Prevention Month 

 Go Sober for October 

4th October:  World Dyslexia Awareness Day 2021 

10th October:  World Mental Health Day 

10-17th October:  Inter Faith Week of Prayer for World Peace 

11th October:  National Coming Out Day 

15th October:  Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day 2021 

16th October: World Food Day 2021 

18th October: Anti-Slavery Day 2021 

19th October:  Anapanasati Day (Buddhist) 

31st October:  Halloween/ Hallowe’en/ Samhain (Wicca/ Pagan) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2021 
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